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The Athenian Mercury. 


Qu. I. V Hat Defcription do Ye meet 
with in Hiftory about Pi- 
late’s Lake ? 


Anfw. There’s a Lake {0 called in Sniffe, 
near a Town named Lucerna, ina Plain en- 
viron’d with high Mountains ; from the high- 
eft of which (as fome Authors wou’d make 
us believe) Pilate cast himfelf imo the Wa- 
ter, andthe common Report is that every 
Yeat he fhews himfelf there in his Fudges 
habit, and whofoever it be. that by chance 
happens to fee him (whether Man or Woman) 
Dies within the Yé€ar, ‘Soachin Vadian the 
Expofitor of Pomponins Mela writes another 
notable thing of this Lake, it hath (faith he) 
fuch a Property, that ifany one caft a Bone, 
a piece of Wood, or any thing elfe into ir, 
this Lake {wells and grows into.fuch a boi- 
fterous Tempeft, that it runs :beyond its 
Bounds in great Fury , in fuch fort,-thae it 
fometimes Drowns a great part of dic Conn 
try, from whence proceeds great Lofs. and 
Damage as well to Trees and Plants as to 
Beafts, and if rhefe things are nor caft in, ic 
fwells not at all. This 7oachin furcher,faich, 
That there are Ediéts that forbid spon pain 
of Life, for any one to caft any thing, into 
this Lake, and that divers that have tranf- 
greffed this Ediét have been Executed—— 
Pliny has a Relation much like this, of a 
deep Pit in, Dalmatia, into which, 
if one caft a Stone or ether heavy thing, 
there arifes fuch a boifterous and furious Air 
out of it,that ic breeds a dangerous Tempett 
to the Neighbours thereabouts; the Querist 
is at his Liberty to believe what he pleafes 
of both. . 

Qu. 2. What Countryman was Pilate? _ 

Anfw. Some fay, he was Born at Lyons in 
France; others,that this Name Pontius comes 
from a Family in Italy > VIZ- Pontins lreneas 
Captain of the Samnites , which vanquiflied 
the Romans: But bé it how it will, this Pj- 
late (either in refpect to his Perfon or his 
Parentage) came tobe of great xore in Rome, 
and being known: to Tiberius, Succeflor to 
Ofavius (according to Fofephus and Eufebius) 
was fent by him in the Twelfth Year of his 
Empire to Govern Jerufalem, and ftiled him 
Progtor of the Empires whereupon |Pilate 
governed the Holy City, and all the Province 
of ¥udea which 1s called Paleftina Ben: he 
he beld that Office 10 Years, in the Seventh 
of which, an the Eighseesth of me sage 

or Tiberius, he gave Sentence of Death upon 
sur Sqviour Fefus Chrift- Itsallo faid, That 
when Pilate came to Rome, he was Accufed 
before Caius Cali Sasrethot Ti se 
to have Prophaned emple by 
in Statues, /mages,€cc. and Robbing the Com- 
mon Treafury, and other grievous Crimes, 
for which he was Banithed to Lyons, where 

he kiled himGlf with his own hands, Eight 


& x 
Years afte “the Death of our Saviour, ac- 
cording to Exfebius, which feems to contra- 
di@t the Relation of the Lake abovefaid. 

Qu. 3.. /s there Thinkingin Dreaming ? 

An{w. Thinking is an aé& of theInrellet#- but 
the intelle& as not but by means of the 
Senfes, immediately, the Phantafms or Re- 
prefentations of material objects, or elfe by 
a recolleétion of the Ideas of fuch objetts have 
been formerly reprefented, the firft of thefe 
can’t be ina Dream, becaufe all the Senfeés 
are bound up by fleep from their proper and 
diftinft aétions, as to the laft, we fee no 
more reafon to believe it, becaufe the Ani- 
mal Body cannot at all attend the Intelle&, 
a Soul which never fleeps, being it felf 
bound up from performing its Offices, indeed 
we meet with fome Ingenious Authors, 
particularly Dr. Brown in his Religio Afediti, 
who celly us of choofing a. yaiet Dream for bis 
Devorions, giving this reafon, that the Soul 
at that time is ina manner freed from its Clog 
of Flefh. and a&s much after the xature of 
unbodied Spirits. We allow. the Anima! 
Soul in Man cto retain ome impreffions of 
acts formerly done, becaufe, puth’d on by 
the confticution, and. toprove that Dreams 
belong tothe Animal, and not the rational 

art of Man, we can bring daily inftances of 
Dogs, Hortles, &c. Dreaming, andif {o we 
fee no abfoluce neceffity fot thought ¥x our 
Dreams.,..—-There was -another {tion 
feat by. the fame hand, which fhall be an- 
{werd when forreiga ‘pieces come to our 
hands, which we daily expea. 

Qu. 4. Whether a Lady having a Mah to 
her Husband that. keeps ill company, and de- 
bauches bimfelf with common Whores, whether 
( Ifay) may not fhe breakthe bond of Marriage, 
by feparatingher felf from him, and marrying 
again, or by repaying bim in bis own Coin ? 

Anfw., —Upon proof of Adultery, the 
may fue out 2 Divorce from Bed.and Board, 
and one Third of the Eftate for mainte- 
nance, but the Law allows not +a fecond 
Marriage whilft he is living, as for falfenefs 
to him in revenge, tis very wicked and ridi- 
culous, betaufe the perfon that tranfgrefies 
bejares him (or her) felf more than the 
other. 

Quelt. §. Which is the greareft fin Pride or 
Paffian ? 

oa Raffion is ofly an Effect Fhe 
x, re lefs by ~ far than the Caufe it 
elf. 


vouch d to me for a found one, and upon trydb 
find bim orberwifé, — Query, ‘whether I am ob 
liged to difcaver his faults unaskd ta bing that 
Shall buy him of me? Mas 

‘Anju. No, we fuppofe not, the goed 
dence and skill are to be imploy’d in thas, 


buc if he leaves it to you to defcribe the ae 


Qualhies 


Queft. 6. Having lately bought an Horfe | 


‘ae 


Sualities of yout Horfe, ye ought to tell 
him the ibunss avd oe be foangenerous as 
to deceive him. ae 
Qu. 7. Whar account canys give ws of the 
? 


_ Anfo. It comes from the Povince of the 
: ies Kingdom of * 7olfonda _ to- 
reevels-4. 1 53. Ward the Nortleaft , it is 
found amongft tle Ordure in 
the Paunch of a WildGoat, that brwzes upon 
a certain Tree, whiclr bears ‘ittle buds, 
round about which and the Tops of the Boughs, 
the Bezoar Engenders in the Mav: of the 
Goat it is thap'd according to the form of 
the Buds or Tops of the Branches which the 
Goat eats, which is the reafog there are fo 
many fhapes of Bezoar Stones, about as big 
as half an Hazel Nut, the Natives by feeling 
the Belly of the Goat know how many 
Stones fhe has within, and fell the Stones 
according to the Quantity, — {ome fay that 
in the Eaft and Wef, of the fame Province, 
that Bezoars are bred in the fanre manner in 
Cows, to the weight of feventeen or eigh- 
teen Ounces apiece, but’ thefe.are of little 
-walue, fix Grains of the other working more 
powerfully than thirty of this, —as for the 
~Bezoar which breeds in Apes’ as fome be- 
lieve ) it is fo ftrong that two Grains work 
as effectually as fix of Goats Bezoar, but’tis 
very fcarce as being only foand in thofe Apes 
that breed in the Ifland of Maraffar, this 
fort of Bezoar is round, a peice of it as big 
asa Nut, being fometimes worth’2s 1. ‘Ster- 
ling, — Portugals. make a great account of 
this Bezoar, ftanding always wpon-their 
Guard, for fear of being Poifoned: * 
Qu.8. Where, anal how are yellow Ambergrife, 
and Musk produced ¢ 

Anfw, Amber is nothing but a certain 
Congellation made in theSea like Gum ; for 
you fhall find fomeétimes Flies, Gnatts, ‘and 
other Infects congeal’d in’t. It’s only fgund 
upon the Coat of Pruffia in the Baltick Sea, 
where the Sea throws it upon the Sand 
when fuch and fuch Winds blow. The 
Ele&tor of Brandenburgh, who is Soveraign 
of that Coaft, farms it out for 20000 Crowns 
a year, and the Farmers keep Guards on 
both fides of the Shore in regard the Sea 
cafts it up fometimes upon one fide, and 
fometimes upon the other, to prevent the 
frealing. , 

As for Ambergrife, it is moftly found in 
the Eaftern Sea, though fome parcels have 
been found upon the Coafts of England, 
and in fome other parts of Europe, che 
greateft quantity is found upon the Coaft 
of Melinda, but more efpecially in the south 
of a River called Rio de Sona, the Governour 
of Mozambick gets much by it. 

All the Adusk that comes from Perjfia, 
comes firft out of the Kingdom of Boutan, 
from whence ’tis brought to Palza, the chief 
City of Bengala, to truck it away for other 

jodities. It grows in the bladdet of 
a certain Beaft much like a Goat, under the 
belly, as big as an Egg, nearer to the 


Genital parts than the Navil 5 whert "tis ta 
ken firft out of the bladder, it looks like 
clotted Blsod : There was one of thefe Beafts 
lately brought to Paris; but the {cent of ir 
was fo ftrong, that it made all Peoples 
beads toaké, that came near it: Thefe fort 
of Creatures are in vaft numbers in 65 and 
60 Degrees, and in the Months of February 
and Afarch, when they have endured a tharp 
hunger by reafon of the great Snows thar 
fall: where they breed they will comé to 
44 or 45 Degrees, to fill themfelves with 
Corn and new Rice, and then it is that the 
Natives lay Gins and Snares for to catch 
tliem as they #0 back, thooting fome with 
Bows, and knocking others o’th’ head. 

Qu: 9. What's the reafon of the Petrefattion 
of Coral, when it comes into the Air, being foft 
under the Water? 

Anfw. *Tis'a vulgar error, and as: fuch 
taken notite of, by the Ingenious Monfienr 
Tavernier, who has defcrib’d the natare of 
its production, ‘where ’tis to be found, and 
how ’tis fith’t for; —the places he mentions 
are the CoaflgofSardisna, Arquerrei, Boza, 
Sicily, Catalogna, Vand of Atajorgue: It 
grows undef hollow Rocks where the Sea 
is deep. ‘The Fifhers fix two {pars of wood 
4 crofs, ‘faftning a great piece of lead in the 
middje to make it fink, after chat chey wind 
carelefly about thé Spar good ftore of Tuft- 
ed Hemp, ‘and faften the Wood to two 
Cords, oneend ‘whereof hangs at the Poop, 
and the other at the Prow of the Veffel; 
‘then lerfin $4 the Wood with che Stream 
or Currént“by-the fides of the Rock, the 
Hemp twifts it felf among the Coral, fo rhat 
fometimes they<ftand in ‘need of five or fix 
Boats, to pull’ up che Wood again, and if 
one of the Cables fhould chance to break 
with the ftrefs; all’ the Rowers are iz danger 
co be loft: while they tear up the Coral thus 
by force, there tumbies as much into the 
Sea as they fetch up, and the bottom of the 
Sea being generally very Ovzy, the Coral 
will be eaten as our fruits are by che Worms 
fo that the fooner they ger it out of the 
Mud, among fome branches of Coral, there 
Engenders a kind of f{pongy Matter. like 
out Honey Combs; in fome certain Months 
of the Year, you may fqueeze our of the 
end of the Branch a kind of Milky Sub/tance 
which falling upon any thing that ir meets 
firft in the Sea, as if ic light upon a Dead 
Skull, the Blade of a Sword, or a Pomegranate. 
produce anorher Branch of Coral. Andf 
have feen a Pomegranate, and had it in 
Hand, that fallen ; 3 re 4 

; n a me €n into the Sea, about which 
: sh oral had twin'd at leaft half a foor 
- Qu. 10. Jt % a great hinderance in my daily 

evotion, to pray that which I don’t under ftand 
therefore pray refolve me the true meanin ahd 
expofition of the Pronoun; It, as "tis wetcia?? : 
iter ‘leas in -A Gloria Patri ? 
niw, p> 

As Glory wists tine in the dee: 
be now, and ever, 
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